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As Christians living in a fallen world, the world’s people often attack us.  It is extremely important that we know how to react to those attacks.  Two members of my faculty recently attacked me in a very hateful manner.  Their desire is to see me retire as Chair of the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry.  Their attacks were in the form of an administrative evaluation, but there was no evaluation involved.  The web reports were cowardly lies that went into my personnel report as faculty evaluation.  So what is my response?  I knew that I could not fight back as my Adam nature wanted to do, so I went to the Word, to prayer, and to a discussion with my Helpmeet.  

I found many helpful Scriptures such as Psa 55; 121; 44:7; 23; 46:1,2; 138:7,8; 131, 32:8; and Rom 12:18.  Psa 34 seemed to be especially helpful in this instance of warfare:

Psa 34:1 (A Psalm of David when he feigned madness before Abimelech, who drove him) (away and he departed.) I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.

Psa 34:2 My soul shall make its boast in the Lord; The humble shall hear it and rejoice.

Psa 34:3 O magnify the Lord with me, And let us exalt His name together.

Psa 34:4 I sought the Lord, and He answered me, And delivered me from all my fears.

Psa 34:5 They looked to Him and were radiant, And their faces shall never be ashamed.

Psa 34:6 This poor man cried and the Lord heard him, And saved him out of all his troubles.

Psa 34:7 The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, And rescues them.

Psa 34:8 O taste and see that the Lord is good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!

Psa 34:9 O fear the Lord, you His saints; For to those who fear Him, there is no want.

Psa 34:10 The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; But they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of any good thing.

Psa 34:11 Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.

Psa 34:12 Who is the man who desires life, And loves length of days that he may see good?

Psa 34:13 Keep your tongue from evil, And your lips from speaking deceit.

Psa 34:14 Depart from evil, and do good; Seek peace, and pursue it.

Psa 34:15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, And His ears are open to their cry.

Psa 34:16 The face of the Lord is against evildoers, To cut off the memory of them from the earth.

Psa 34:17 The righteous cry and the Lord hears, And delivers them out of all their troubles.

Psa 34:18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, And saves those who are crushed in spirit.

Psa 34:19 ¶ Many are the afflictions of the righteous; But the Lord delivers him out of them all.

Psa 34:20 He keeps all his bones; Not one of them is broken.

Psa 34:21 Evil shall slay the wicked; And those who hate the righteous will be condemned.

Psa 34:22 The Lord redeems the soul of His servants; And none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned.

But it was verse 14 that seemed particularly meaningful to me:

PSA 34:14 “Depart from evil, and do good; Seek peace, and pursue it.”

In my particular situation, “Depart from evil,” meant the following:

· Hold no grudge

· Do not seek revenge

· Do not put down anyone else

· Do not try to openly dispute the people

· Keep dissension away from the entire department

· Keep tongue and email from any evil comments against those people

The portion “Seek peace, and pursue it” meant:

· Practice self-control

· Be gentle

· Bring forward peace

· Be patient

· Wait upon the Lord

· Find something to praise in the enemy

· Rom 12:18 “If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.”

These bullets based upon Psa 34:14 and the above Scriptures, surely are the reactions that I, as a child of God, must practice against those two enemies of mine.  It is not easy having such reactions in this situation.  It would be so easy for me to lash out at them or to quit, but neither are acceptable reactions.  

These action points are the result of waiting, praying, and reading the Word of God.  Surely they are the correct actions for any of us in such situations.  My prayer is that this little exercise of mine will also help someone else when he/she encounters such a situation.  The world can be a very ruthless world as so many people are so self-centered and intent only on promoting themselves by any means whatever.  But we must not use their techniques in reply to such attacks.  I trust my Sovereign God who will protect my reputation and my situation.  I do not know what He will cause or allow to happen in this situation, but it is my obligation to immediately forgive these two people and to react as stated in the above bullets.  Pray for each other as all of us are in similar battles every day.

